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Senate Advance of Equal Rights Amendment 


CONGRESS 


In First Session of Eighty- First Congress 


by THE HONORABLE Guy M. GILLETTE oF IOWA 


MAY 919 


Chief Sponsor of the Amendment in the Senate 


F THE vote on the Equal Rights Amendment is not 

reached in this first session of the present Congress, 

women have a right to expect it very early in the second 
session of the 8lst Congress. 


I know that the large group of Senators who have 
joined me in sponsoring 
this measure, or have 
given promises of sup- 
port, are anxious to 
honor the pledges of both 
Party platforms recom- 
mending favorable action 
on this measure of essen- 
tial justice to women. 


In response to your in- 
vitation I would like to 
give an account of the 
present position of the 
Amendment and the 
gains which, in my judg- 
ment, have been made in 
this session. While it is 
somewhat discouraging 
to see postponement of 
the realization of our 
work‘and hopes, yet 
when the progress to- 
ward the goal has been 
steady and accelerated 
there is more reason for 
encouragement than for 
discouragement. I would 
like to list instances of 
the substantial progress 
that has been made in 
this first session of the 
8ist Congress. 


1. Notable indeed is 
the fact that in this Con- 
gress for the first time 
the Senate Judiciary 
Committee gave a favor- 
able report on the 
Amendment without a 
dissenting vote and with 
every member but one of 
that distinguished com- 
mittee of lawyers present 
and voting. This speaks 
for itself as to the care- 
fully drawn text of this *" 
proposed Constitutional provision. 

2. Not only did the Senate Judiciary Committee 
make this favorable report without a dissenting vote, 
but for the first time it was made early in the session. 
The day was March 14, 1949. I mention this as it 
indicates clearly progress in the understanding of the 
need for passage of the Amendment as expressed by 


Senator Guy M. Gillette, Iowa, Chief Sponsor of the Equal 
Rights Amendment (S. J. Res. 25) in the 81st Congress 


Co-sponsoring the Equal Rights Amendment with Senator Gillette are: 
Senators Margaret Chase Smith, Maine; Robert S. Kerr, Oklahoma; 
William F. Knowland, California; J. Allen Frear, Jr., Delaware; J. 
William Fulbright, Arkansas; William Langer, North Dakota; Millard 
E. Tydings, Maryland; Claude Pepper, Florida; Joseph C. O’Mahoney, 
Wyoming; Francis J. Myers, Pennsylvania; Alexander Wiley, Wis- 
consin; Herbert R. O’Conor, Maryland; Bourke B. Hickenlooper, Iowa; 
John L. McClellan, Arkansas; Clyde M. Reed, Kansas; Hugh Butler, 
Nebraska; Homer Ferguson, Michigan; Bert H. Miller, Idaho; Andrew 
F. Schoeppel, Kansas; Ralph E. Flanders, Vermont; Harry P. Cain, 
Washington; Lester C. Hunt, Wyoming; Homer E. Capehart, Indiana; 
Robert C. Hendrickson, New Jersey; Milton R. Young, North Dakota; 
Edward Martin, Pennsylvania; George W. Malone, Nevada; Arthur 
V. Watkins, Utah; Sheridan Downey, California; Edward J. Thye, 
Minnesota; Dennis Charez, New Mexico. 


this prompt action by the 
ment, if there could have been a vote in the Senate 
on the proposal at this time it would have been passed 
by a substantial majority but the report came when 
the Senate was in the midst of a weeks’ long filibuster 
over proposed changes in 
Senate rules in anticipa- 
tion of civil rights legis- 
lation. Behind these 
weeks of filibuster was 
jammed a large list of 
legislative proposals of 
insistent importance. 
These could not be post- 
poned. Many of them 
were appropriation bills 
which demanded action 
before the close of the 
fiscal year and a host of 
measures such as labor 
legislation, the Atlantic 
Pact, Military Aid Act, 
Housing and a dozen 
others. Sponsors of the 
Equal Rights Amend- 
ment were alert during 
these weeks and months 
for an opportunity to se- 
cure consideration of our 
proposal but it proved 
impossible. It has, how- 
ever, given public senti- 
ment time to grow in 
favor of the Amendment 
and the support in votes 
has undoubtedly grown. 


3. I am pleased to re- 
port solid senatorial dele- 
gations for the Amend- 
ment for more than half 
of the states of the 
Union. In several of 
these states this is true 
for the first time. 


4. This year the wo- 
men members of the Sen- 
ate and House are taking 
a leading part in press- 
ing for victory. My dis- 
tinguished colleague, 
Senator Margaret Chase 
Smith of Maine, is one of the Senate co-sponsors of 
the Amendment and in the House of Representatives 
Hon. Katherine St. George-of the 29th District of New 
York heads a list of over 100 members of that body 
who have joined in co-sponsoring the Amendment on 
the House side. 


(Continued on page 42, col. 2) 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. 


“Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 


“This amendment shall] take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 
Introduced : 


In Senate, Jan. 13, 1949, by Senator Guy M. Gillette (D), Iowa, with 


35 co-sponsors. 
In House, Jan. 5, 1949, by Rep. Katharine St. George (R), N. Y., 
with 120 co-sponsors. 
Referred to Judiciary Committee of both Houses, at time of introduction. 
Reported 

Favorably by Senate Judiciary Committee, March 14, 1949. 
Present Status: 

In Senate, 

On calendar awaiting vote on Senate floor. 


Before Judiciary Committee. 


It Pays to Organize 


Organized women in the United States are gathering 
their wits and wills together to work again in 1949-50 
on the job of winning the rest of their constitutional 
rights for womankind. As in the fight for Suffrage, 
some look backward and oppose. Various countries 
have already granted constitutional equality for men 
and women, ahead of women of the United States. 
Now is the time for our splendid women to move for- 
ward to remove hampering injustice in the legislative 
area. Women can achieve little more until this step 
is taken. What we have now to do is to inform the 
uninformed, lead the misled, encourage the timid, 
comfort the oppressed, consolidate and expand our 
forces for justice to women, in short organize for the 
final push over the top and for the ratification in the 
States. The political parties and members of Congress 
have assured organized women positively of their pur- 
pose to pass and ratify the Equal Rights Amendment; 
the women “back home” by organization and articulate 
demands must now push forward to victory. re 


Senate Advance of Amendment 
(Continued from first page) 


5. It is my pleasure to report that recently, as your 
chief sponsor, I went before the Policy Committee of 
the Democratic Party, which is responsible for the 
mapping of a legislative program in the Senate, with 
the request for their favorable action on our Amend- 
ment, thus to assure it of the support of the Senate 
leadership in getting the measure to action. I am 
glad to report that they agreed to bring the measure 
to the Floor of the Senate for action at a very early 
opportunity without a dissenting vote. This is the 
first time favorable action has been taken by the Policy 
Committee of the Democratic Party. 


6. It is also a pleasure to report that the Senate 
leaders of both Parties have now given personal 
promises to support the Amendment. Vice-President 
Barkley, a long-time friend of the measure, Senator 
Scott Lucas, Majority Leader and Chairman of the 
Democratic Policy Committee, Senator Francis Myers, 
Democratic whip, Senator Kenneth Wherry, Minority 
Leader, Senator Robert Taft, Chairman of the Repub- 
lican Policy Committee and Senator Pat McCarran, 
Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, have all 
expressed their interest and support. 


7. I also report that the Amendment now has the 
largest number of supporters in its history. We have 
now passed the %4 mark of those who have given 
promises of support for the Amendment in both the 
Senate and the House. 


8. I am sure you will be interested also to know 
that I have addressed a letter to each of the 32 co- 
sponsors of the Senate proposal telling of plans for 

e presentation of our cause when the measure is 
called up, and requesting them to advise me if they 
wish to address the Senate in support of the measure 
so that our plans could be made well in advance and 
carefully coordinated. I have already received letters 
from a large percentage of the sponsors asking me to 
arrange time for them to speak in support of the pro- 
posal from the Senate Floor. 


I have repeatedly spoken in behalf of the Amend- 
ment, as those of you in Washington and in my State 
know. To me the reasons for its early passage are 
unanswerable. The promises we now have lead me 
to feel justified in assuring the women of the country 
now working for passage of the Amendment (and this 
listing includes the majority of the national committee 
women of both Parties), that I feel confident that those 
in charge of the program in the Senate will cooperate 
in taking full advantage of the first available oppor- 
tunity to vote. 


This has been an unusually crowded and difficult 
session. Lately many of our strong supporters have 
been in Europe on Senate business and absent from 
the session. With the requirement of a 24 vote it was 
difficult, if not dangerous, to press for a vote with so 
many absentees among our friends. If this situation 
continues then the earliest we can expect action is soo 
after Congress reconvenes in its second session. This 
is not too far off for those who have worked and waited 
long and patiently. 


To each of you I want to say that I feel confident 
your single-minded devotion to this measure of justice 
will soon be rewarded. Keep on making friends for 
such an obviously right principle. With the bi-party 
support already secured, I feel amply justified in the 
belief that we can pass the Equal Rights Amendment 
in the 8lst Congress for submission to the states. 


heed. 


| 

Jane Norman Smith, Vt. 
Florence Bayard Hilles, Del. 
lst Vice 
Vice Plorence Armstrong, flowa & Va. 
4th Vice Chairman Betty Gram Swing, Conn. 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 
Nina B. Horton Avery, Va. : 
Queen Walker Boardman, Cal. | 
Cecil Norton Broy, Va. 
Elizabeth Forbes, Md. 
Yerda Ford, N. Y. 
Marie Moore Forrest, Va. 
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Your Own “Equal Rights’”—Special Issues 


by MAMIE SYDNEY MIZEN 
Associate Editor, Equal Rights — 


HE other day, just after the news of the president’s 

statement that Russia had the secret of atomic 
power, 2 woman was commenting on the condition of 
things in general. “That’s what comes,” she said, 
“of not having more women in places of importance. 
They would have cleared away a lot of these entangle- 
ments, would have made wiser decisions.” She paused, 
then added, “And who am I to talk like this? I 
haven’t even joined the National Woman’s Party. That 
is one thing I could do.” 


The moral of this little incident is that there is 
always something each of us can do. And for each of 
us in the National Woman’s Party, there is one thing 
we can do now. Each one can do her share in getting 
the idea of the need for the Equal Rights Amendment 
before the people that she knows. One of the good, 
tried and proven means of doing this is to see that 
the voice of the Party, “Equal Rights” reaches as 
many people as possible. 

That leads to the next step. And right here is 
where the real purpose of this message is finally 
reached. We think that one way to make the maga- 
zine more interesting to everybody is for everybody 
to start doing something for it. You know “Equal 
Rights” really has two reasons for existence—to tell 
you about activities at National Headquarters with 
respect to the Amendment, and to tell you about each 
other. Don’t you think it could do with a lot more of 
the latter? - 


If you remember, the August issue had a full and 
interesting account of the progress of the idea of 
equality in practice in North Dakota. That gave rise 
to comment about state activities. The outcome of 
several conversations was that members in various 


ORGANIZE TODAY ... FOR EQUAL RIGHTS TOMORROW 


One Cent A Day For Equality 


Under the Law 


by Dora G. OGLE : 
Circulation Manager, Equal Rights 


HREE dollars and fifty cents ($3.50) a year pays 

for an Active Membership in the National Woman’s 
Party. That is practically equivalent to one cent (1¢) 
a day. Is there any woman anywhere who values her 
citizenship less? 

What about your friends? Won’t they give one 
cent a day or three-fifty a year to become active mem- 
bers in a cause so vital to the human race? This is 
something they can do here and now to help to raise 
the status of women in the United States. Work with 
women for women to incorporate the principle of equal- 
ity of the sexes in the United States Constitution. The 
only way this can be done is by amending the Consti- 
tution. We hope this will be accomplished during the 
present session of Congress. 

Thirty-six States must ratify. Is your State ready 
for ratification? Is your State Branch large and in- 
fluential? Will your State Legislature heed the de- 
mand of the National Woman’s Party? Increase the 
number of your members. Have every precinct and 
ward represented. Let your slogan be, “One cent a 
day for equality under the law.” 

If your legislature is amenable get it to momorialize 
Congress to pass the Equal Rights Amendment. Sev- 
eral States have already done this. Three States— 
Missouri, New Jersey and North Carolina—have re- 


states would be much interested in what was happen- 
ing in other states. What was being accomplished in 
North Dakota would be a stimulus to women in In- 
diana, whose activities, in turn, would spur California 
to greater effort, even when it is one of the most 
active states. This is a chain reaction, like that of 
the atomic bomb with which idea we began this 
dissertation. Only this chain reaction is one that will 
save, not destroy. 

Elsewhere in this issue you will learn of the deci- 
sions as to the present work for the amendment. You 
will be aware that work needs to be done “at the grass- 
roots.” Only you can do that. One way you can do 
it is to help us get out special issues of “Equal Rights.” 
Perhaps these will be “state isues,”’ with a section 
devoted wholly to news from one state, perhaps sev- 
eral states in an area, or several states having similar 
problems, can be handled together. From the mem- 
bers in those states would come the material for the 
section of the magazine assigned for it. It would be 
fresh, first-hand news, helpful to headquarters and 
to the other state groups. 

Then, too, there is the matter of advertising. The 


state or group might care to bring in some advertis- 


ing from the area. That would be helpful to the group 
and to “Equal Rights,” which must always be financed. 

Do you like the idea? It is something each group 
can do, it is a chance to bring us “grass roots” news, 
to interest more people in the magazine and the amend- 
ment, to help carry the burden. Expressions of opinion 
are welcome. The editorial board will try it, if you 
will help. Our space is limited by our finances, of 
course, but good news stories aren’t too long, anyway, 
so that is no obstacle. So we’ll be looking in the 
mailbox for your reaction to the idea. 


BRING YOUR STATE IN LINE... ORGANIZE 


National Chairman on Organization 


Tour in Middle West 


Taking the lead in the Party’s concerted effort to 
increase organizations and membership before 1950, 
Dr. Agnes E. Wells, National Chairman, is speaking in 
several midwest states this fall. Her schedule so far is: 


September 26 — Essex County meeting of American 


Association of University Women at Keene, N. Y. 


October 1—Ohio State Convention of the National Wo- 
man’s Party at Cleveland. 


October 21 — Dinner meeting of the Michigan State 
Branch at Woman’s City Club in Saginaw, Mich. 


October 29—Business and Professional Women’s lunch- 
eon at Woman’s City Club in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Dr. Wells will speak for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. 


In November Dr. Wells expects to be working in 


Illinois, Minnesota and Wisconsin. : 
VICTORY BEGINS AT THE GRASSROOTS... ORGANIZE 


cently established the principle of equality of the sexes 
in their State Constitutions. Most of the State Legis- 
latures do not convene until January—three months 
ahead. Organize now and build up your group through 
precinct, ward and district before January. This three- 
fifty ($3.50) membership includes a subscription to 
EQUAL RIGHTS. Subscribe for it. Send it to all libra- 
ries and reading rooms. Spread the word to all women 
everywhere. Work with women for women. One cent 
a day for equality under the law. 


| 
«| 
| 
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From the Airways 


Once in a while during the hot summer months, the 
radio commentators became cognizant of the woman 
movement, much to the pleasure and enjoyment of 
the members in the National Woman’s Party Head- 
quarters. 

One evening on the 3-Star Extra we heard from 
Ray Henley: 

“Senator Lucas, watch the ladies! The mem- 
bers of the National Woman’s Party are holding 
you responsible for not bringing out the Equal 
Rights Amendment.” | 


On WPIK, September 18, Senator Margaret Chase 
Smith was interviewed by Charles Parmer. The inter- 


view concluded as follows: 


Mr. Parmer: There is increasing talk that you will 
be the Republican nominee for Vice-President in 
1952. I know that you have modestly discounted that 
talk. But yet you have said that women will get 
only what they fight for. Do you think that women 
reer fight for the Vice-Presidential spot on the 
ticket 


Sen. Smith: Yes, they should fight for either spot on 


the ticket—President or Vice-President. 


Mr. Parmer: Senator Smith, are you in a fighting 
mood? 


Sen. Smith: I certainly am. But before you jump to : 


conclusions, I mean that I am in a fighting mood for 
women on both tickets in either the Presidential or 
Vice-Presidential nomination. I definitely am not in 
a fighting mood for myself. I will make no effort 
to get on the 1952 Republican National ticket. But 
I will do what I can to get a qualified woman on the 
ticket because I think they are entitled to a place— 
and I think that the party that nominates a woman 
7 — or President will win the election 


- ng days later Gabriel Heatter came over the 
r with: 

“We are hearing a lot about running a woman 
for President or Vice-President. Beware, Ladies, 
BEEWARE—They are trying to unload the deficit 

your shoulders!!” 


. Excerpts from commentary of Albert L. Warner on 
August 30, 1949: | 
“Officials of the National Woman’s Party are com- 
plaining that the Congress has ignored the womens’ 
equal rights amendment to the Constitution, despite 
pledges made by both major parties in support of this 
amendment. | 
“An official of the party, Mrs. George T. Vickers, 
its New Jersey chairman, tells me that 297 members 
of the House of Representatives have pledged their 


support, yet nothing happens. Republican Representa- — 


tive Katherine St. George of New York, has introduced 
it, but the Amendment has never even been set for 
hearing by Judiciary Chairman Emanuel Celler of 
New York. | 

“On the other side of the Capitol the women’s Equal 
Rights Amendment is sponsored by Democratic Senator 
Guy Gillette of Iowa. Mrs. Vickers tells me 74 mem- 
bers of the Senate are pledged to its support. But 
nothing happens. 

“The charter of the United Nations affirms the abso- 
lute equality of men and women, says Mrs. Vickers, 
and why should the Constitution of the United States 
lag behind. The National Woman’s Party claims that 
the Supreme Court has ruled that the “equal protection 


Share the Victory 


by MILDRED V. PALMER 
Chairman, Membership Committee 


In every city, in every hamlet and at every cross- 
roads during the next to last decade of the eighteenth 
century Americans passionately debated what prin- 
ciples should underlie their own government. Thus 
it was that the many, not the few, built the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

Their love of freedom caused them to write as one 
of its purposes to “secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity.” Concepts of freedom 
grow; posterity enlarged the eighteenth century con- 
cepts; slavery was abolished; women gained suffrage; 
the principle of equality for citizens before the law 
has advanced steadily. yee 

This equality between men and women is essential 
to freedom for all. The time is coming when the 
people of the United States will amend their Constitu- 
tion, under which women still are not “persons,” to 
assure equal rights for men and women. 

In California this summer I found women becom- 
ing increasingly aware that equality means more free- 
dom, and that the many, not the few, should share in 
achieving that just end. 

Doubtless in many states, which I could not visit, 
women are sharing this awakening with their Cali- 
fornia sisters. All who care for freedom should have 
the opportunity of sharing. They can be given that 
opportunity if all state organizations of the National 
Woman’s Party will now vigorously and adequately 
extend to women an invitation to become members and 
therefore sharers in the establishment of the Equal 


Rights Amendment. 


ORGANIZE TODAY ... FOR EQUAL RIGHTS TOMORROW 


Bouquet for Equal Rights 


On the letterhead “Friends of the Smith College 
Library” comes the following letter which we have not 
had space to print until this issue. Needless to say, we 
are proud to receive such approval from a great 
woman’s college. 


DEAR Mrs. OGLE: 

I have been intending to send you a word of our 
lively thanks for the second copy of the September- 
December issue of EQUAL RIGHTS. It is a very 
remarkable document and we are delighted to have 
an extra copy which we may keep apart from the 
bound set. 

The collection of special articles, gathered here 
are indeed impressive. I am delighted to find the 
articles by artist and physician, as well as by those 
who work in the political field. The reminiscence 
of Adelaide Johnson is also especially interesting, 
as are the memorial tribues. J can’t resist ex- 
pressing the pleasure of Smith College in having 
such a record, and I am sure that I speak for all 
the readers of your interesting periodical. Thank 
you again for thinking of us. 

Sincerely yours, 
S. GRIERSON. 


of the laws” section of the constitution applies only 
to men, and not to women. 

“The party says this results in a long series of state 
laws discriminating against women in various kinds 
of employment. 

“But unless some of the many in Congress who are 
publicly listed as for the Equal Rights Amendment do 
something more about it, it won’t be getting anywhere 
this year.” | 
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New Minister to Luxembourg Honor Guest at Reception 


HE garden of Alva Belmont House was dressed in 

its loveliest roses and soft lights to welcome its very 
distinguished guest, Mrs. Perle Mesta, the newly con- 
firmed Minister to Luxembourg. Mrs. Mesta is a mem- 
ber of the National Woman’s Party, chairman of its 
public relations committee, and a forceful worker for 
equal rights. The reception held on the night of 
August 8 was “hail and farewell” for Mrs. Mesta on 
the eve of her departure to Europe to take up her 
new honors and duties. 


Dr. Agnes Wells, National Chairman, presented 
guests to Mrs. Mesta as they reached the receiving 
line. Others who received were Senator Margaret 
Chase Smith, Representative Edith Nourse Rogers, 
Miss Anita Pollitzer, honorary chairman and former 
National Chairman, Dr. Florence Armstrong, National 
Vice-Chairman and Mrs. Mamie Sydney Mizen, Na- 
tional Secretary. 


After some two hundred fifty guests were greeted, 
the guest of honor spoke briefly. “I accepted the 
appointment as United States’ minister to Luxem- 
bourg because I want to represent women,” she said. 
She said that she had long been a member of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, and hoped always to be a 
member. It was recalled that some fifteen years ago 
Mrs. Sarah Thompson Pell had interested Mrs. Mesta 
in the principle of equal rights, and from that time 
on she had been active in the work, previously serving 
as Congressional chairman for the Party. “This is 
the last big party I shall attend” she said a little wist- 


Mrs. Perle Mesta, recently appointed United States 
Minister to Luxembourg, receives congratulations from 
Senator Margaret Chase Smith and Senator Guy M. 
Gillette at the garden reception given in her honor at 
Alva Belmont House, by the National Woman’s Party. 


fully in closing, “and I really feel sad that I’m not 
going to see you until I return home.” And Perle 
Mesta’s friends knew she meant it. 


Senator Guy Gillette, chief sponsor of the amend- 
ment in the Senate and his charming wife, Senator 
and Mrs. Spessard Holland, Senator and Mrs. Lester 
Hunt, Senator and Mrs. Edward Martin, Senator and 
Mrs. Hendrickson, Senator and Mrs. J. Allen Frear, 
Senator and Mrs. Frank P. Graham, Senator and Mrs. 
Edward P. Thye and Senator and Mrs. Claude Pepper 
were among the guests to honor Mrs. Mesta. 


Senators Joseph McCarthy, Harry Cain, Virgil Chap- 
man and John C. Stennis were also among those enjoy- 
ing the lovely night in the garden. Hon. Walt Horan 
with his wife and daughter were present, as were 
Representative and Mrs. E. C. Gathings, Representa- 
tive and Mrs. Compton I. White, Representative and 
Mrs. Thomas E. Martin, Representative and Mrs. Carl 
Albert, Representative and Mrs. Charles E. Bennett 
and Representative Wesley D’Ewart. : 


Another woman to be honored by a high post in 
the government was receiving congratulations as well 
as giving them, Mrs. Georgia Neese Clark, the new 
treasurer of the United States. Mrs. Leslie Biffle, 
wife of the secretary of the Senate, Mrs. Nellie Tayloe 
Ross, director of the mint and her guest, Mrs. Susan 
Quealy of Wyoming, Judge Lucy Haworth, Mrs. Zada 
Daniels, Mrs. Ellen S. Woodward and Miss Mabel 
Vernon were other distinguished women present. 


The Secretary of Agriculture, Charles F. Brannan 
and Mrs. Brannan, Rear-admiral (ret.) and Mrs. Clark 
Howell Woodward, Mrs. A. H. Doddridge, Mrs. India 
Edwards, director of the Women’s Division, of the 
Democratic National Committee, Mrs. Ernest Hum- 
phrey Daniel and Mrs. Carroll Kearns were to be seen 
enjoying the hospitality of the National Woman’s 
Party. 

A spirit of warm friendliness and assurance per- 
meated the gathering and indicated the outlook for 
success in the Congress for the amendment was a 
happy one. As the guests were served refreshments, 
presided over by Mrs. Lucia Hanna Hadley, member 
of the National Council, Mrs. Dora Ogle and Miss 
Martha Souder, former members, the expressions of 
congratulations for the honor guests and hope for 
continued progress of the amendment mingled. 


Mrs. George T. Vickers of New Jersey, Mrs. Theo- 
dore Forbes of Maryland and Mrs. Robert Walker of 
Florida and Maryland, National Council members were 
in Washington especially for the reception. 


Mrs. Richard Manning Westebbe and Mrs. Dorothy 
Spinks were in charge of a group of junior hostesses 
who aided in the serving of refreshments. 


The perfect night, the beauty of the garden, the 
charm and distinction of the honoree and the gracious 
hospitality of the National Chairman, Dr. Wells, con- 
spired to give all the guests present the memory of 
an evening which will be long remembered. 


Organize Today ... For Equal Rights Tomorrow 


4 
Washington Post 
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News From the States 


NEW YORK CITY 

Speakers for the first meeting of the year of the 
Wall Street Discussion Group, a New York City organi- 
zation of women lawyers and executives, were Anita 
Pollitzer, Honorary Chairman, National Woman’s 
Party, and Mrs. Mary Murray, Chairman of its In- 
dustrial Council. The dinner-meeting, held in the 
Equitable Building, was well attended. The subject of 
discussion was “Constitutional Rights for Women.” 
Mrs. Harriot S. Keith, as Program Chairman of the 
Wall Street Discussion Group, arranged the meeting. 


A course designed for women entitled “Women and 
Their Money” is being given this semester at The New 
School in New York City. The course is conducted by 
Dorcas E. Campbell, Assistant Vice-President, East 
River Savings Bank, formerly instructor in Public 
Relations, New York University, and long a member 
of the New York City Committee, National Woman’s 
Party. The course is designed for women in the home, 
in organizations, and in business. The lecturers include 
women prominent in the world of finance. The pros- 


_pectus declares : ‘What women do with their money can 


even tip the scales in which today, peace and war are 
so precariously balanced.” 


CALIFORNIA 


Several conferences on membership were held in_ 
California this summer by Neenah Hastings Lesseman, 


Chairman; Margaret Krsak, Chairman of Northern 
California; Bertha Rice, Chairman of Education; Na- 
tional Council; and Mildred Palmer, National Member- 
ship Chairman. 


OHIO 

The Ohio Branch of the National Woman’s Party 
held a two-days meeting, October 1 and 2, at the Hotel 
Cleveland in Cleveland, Ohio. Highlights of the pro- 
gram, forwarded to us by State Chairman Clara Snell 
Wolfe, were the following speeches from which we hope 
to give excerpts in our next issue: 
Open All Occupations to Women — Ernestine Breisch Powell, 


former ist Vice-President, National Association of Women 
Lawyers 


Comments—by a Woman Tazi Dr ver 


The American Women’s Medical Association Learns that Women 
are not Persons—Dr. Anne S. Master, President, Women’s 
Medical Society of Greater Cleveland 


The Constitutional Status of Women—Mary E. Prentice, Co- 
lumbus Attorney 


Why the Ohio State Nurses Association Endorsed the Equal 
Rights Amendment—Sue Z. McCracken, General Secretary, 
District No. 4, Ohio State Nurses Association and former 
President of the Ohio State Nurses’ Association. 


The Equal Rights Amendment—The Need for it and the Progress 
it has Made—Dr. Agnes E. Wells, National Chairman, Na- 
tional Woman’s Party and former list Vice-President, Amer- 
ican Association of University Women 


National Headquarters of the National Woman’s Party—¥Mrs. 
Harry Cope 


Impressions of the National Convention on a New Member— 
Marie Grace Galleher. 


Summary and Forward Look—Clara Snell Wolfe, Chairman, 
Ohio Branch 


BRING YOUR STATE IN LINE... ORGANIZE 


Antiques 
SUSAN PRINGLE FROST 
CHARLESTON, S. C. 


Headquarters Sponsors Play 


The Roosevelt School “Masquers,” a dramatic group 
which is one of the activity groups of the District of 
Columbia Recreation Department, presented a de- 
lightful Mexican folk play, “Tooth or Shave” at Na- 
tional Headquarters late in August. Mrs. Marie M. 
Forrest, long-time adviser to the Department in dra- 
matics, was instrumental in bringing the talented young 
people to Alva Belmont House for the benefit per- 
formance, their first of the season. 

Played on the brick patio, with the simple setting 
against the tall windows enclosing the corridor, the 
scenes had a realistic character and a contagious charm 
that won the audience. The garden proved an ideal 
impromptu “summer theater,” and more performances 
of the type would be welcome. 


A Review of “Daughters of Britain” 
by VERA DOUIE 


Miss Douie’s comprehensive history of the part 
women played in winning World War II is an addition 
to every University or Public Library. 

The system of recruiting women in all the war ac- 
tivities was voluntary and “provided far more recruits 
than could be absorbed” (page 11). They served in 
the Women’s Royal Naval Service, the Royal Air Force, 
the Auxiliary Territorial Service, the Army Auxiliary 
Corps, etc., and were known as “WRENS” or 
“WAAFS,” as our service women were known as 
“WAVES” and “WACS.” It is shocking to note that 
women engineers received but 75 percent or 80 per- 
cent of men’s pay for like work (page 119) in the same 
industry. Their contribution to the industries and to 
the cultivation of all crops was colossal, and one real- 
izes that Britons owe the high standard of food main- 
tained in wartime to the work of the women. 

Of their heroism no higher tribute could be paid 
than the paragraph on page 95: 

“There is not a single record in this war of any British 
woman in uniformed service quitting her post or failing 

in her duty under fire. They have stuck to their posts 

near burning ammunition dumps, delivered messages afoot 

after their motorcycles have been blasted from under 
them. They have potes aviators from burning planes. 

They have died at the gun-posts, and as they fell another 

girl has stepped directly into the position.” 

What a challenge to men these women volunteers have 
offered! What a glorious company of real martyrs 
their sacrifice has formed. 

A telephone call to our Women’s Bureau of the De- 
partment of Labor revealed that, to their knowledge, 
no such compilation of the achievements of women vol- 
unteers of the United States of America has been writ- 
ten. It is high time that our debt to our own women 
volunteers be recorded in a single volume. 


Organize Today... 
For Equal Rights Tomorrow 


Headquarters Note—During the absence of Dr. Wells 
from Washington Dr. Florence A. Armstrong, third 
vice-chairman will be acting chairman at head- 
quarters. 
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Sculptress of “The Pioneer Women” 


Honored on One Hundred Third Birthday 
Mrs. Adelaide Johnson, creator of the famous statue 
of the three pioneers of the woman movement which 
was presented to the Capitol by the National Woman’s 
Party, received the congratulations of many friends 
and well-wishers as she stood at the foot of the statue 
in the Capitol crypt on the afternoon of September 25. 
Mrs. Johnson told of her dream of establishing a 
museum for her work at the “little house” on Maryland 
Avenue where she held court for many years. 

Dr. Florence Armstrong, acting chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, was one of the speakers for 
the occasion. Distinguished guests included Dr. 
Howard Dawson, National Education Association, who 
spoke briefly, Mrs. Emile Hurja, Dr. Elizabeth Conrad, 
and Dr. Clinton Howard. 


Iu Memoriam 
Camilla G. Whitcomb 
Camilla G. Whitcomb, one of the organizers of the 
National Woman’s Party and a White House picket in 
1917, died September 15 at her home in Worcester, 
Mass. Twice “jailed for freedom” in the suffrage cam- 
paign, she was one of the staunchest of that intrepid 
company. Her comrades-in-arms remember her un- 
flagging spirit and mourn her passing. 
Lydia B. Johnson 
National Woman’s Party members extend heartfelt 
sympathy to their South Dakota State Chairman, Char- 
lotte Johnson Opheim, on the recent death of her dis- 
tinguished mother, Lydia B. Johnson. Mrs. Johnson 
was South Dakota’s first woman lawyer, and first wo- 
man State’s Attorney. A successful practicing lawyer, 
she was also active in many organizations—AAUW, 
WCTU, General Federation of Woman’s Clubs, Asso- 
ciation of Women Lawyers—and was at one time Presi- 
dent of the State Suffrage Association. 
Lucia Hanna Hadley 

Lucia Hanna Hadley, member of the National Council 
of the National Woman’s Party and long a resident of 
Alva Belmont House died October 8 in Washington. 
Services were held in Plainfield, Indiana, her former 
home. A devoted and loyal member, Mrs. Hadley’s 
courage was an inspiration to all. 
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton 


November 12, 1815 
October 26, 1902 


by AMELIA Himes WALKER 
Member, National Council 


Of the triumvirate of remarkable women who are 
recognized as the great leaders of the movement for 
the equality of rights for women and men, the one 
who most resembled Thomas Jefferson was Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton. 


It was she who wrote the famous “Declaration of 
Sentiments” and “Resolutions” presented to the first 
Woman’s Rights Convention held in Seneca Falls, N. Y. 
July 19, 1848, which supplemented the Declaration of 
Independence, expressed in the same lofty language. 


Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth had both had enviable 
educations: Elizabeth, at her own request, had begun 
the study of Greek and Latin when she entered her 
teens. Her study of the law in her father’s office 
began about the same time, inspired by hearing the 
stories of the pitiful women who came tw her father 
as clients. Later, when she was graduated from the 
Emma Willard Seminary at Troy, N. Y., her achieve- 
ments were equal to those of Harvard graduates. 


Her knowledge of the law was the result of constant 
study even after her marriage, and the birth of her 
seven children. It was she who established the pattern 
by which women should work for their political and 
civil rights, and it was this pattern which attracted 
the young Susan B. Anthony, who became the third 
member of the triumvirate. 


Harriot Stanton Blatch records in the foreword to 
her mother’s autobiography published in 1912—‘“In 
her comments touching militant propaganda in the 
diary, February 12, 1889, she shows herself as having 
attained that highest degree of self-discipline and of 
foresight, when the old can answer hospitably to the 
knock on the door of the coming generation. She pro- 
phesized and, in anticipation, welcomed the militant 
suffrage movement.” 

The influence of this great woman is our spiritual 
inheritance. 

National Headquarters will celebrate her birthday 
with a tea at Alva Belmont House on Sunday, Novem- 
ber 13th from four to six o’clock. Members and friends 
are invited. It is suggested that teas be held in cele- 
bration of the occasion by all our branches and that 
reviews of her life be given for our inspiration. Let 
it be a high point in our organization drive. 


ORGANIZE TODAY ... FOR EQUAL RIGHTS TOMORROW 


A reminder to members .. . 


of the National Woman's Party 
and their friends— 


and to members of organizations 
cooperating in the work for 
the Equal Rights Amendment .. . 


Alva Belmont House 

on Capitol Hill 

may be your Clubhouse 

when in Washington 

for a day, a week, a month... 


interesting and historic 
with 
usual club rates... 


Breakfast 


served in room 
if desired 
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Dedicated to Women... 


A distinguished store in a distinguished city invites you to view the finest in fashion, 
accessories and gifts . . ..to enjoy the courteous service and pleasant atmosphere, 
secure in the knowledge that Garfinckel’s name means the highest quality. 


Julius Garfinckel & Co. 


In the Nation's Capital 


Visit our Spring Valley Store : Massachusetts Avenue at 49th Street 
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